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PL ACES OF T H E PA SSION PI LGR I M AGE
By looking at the four Gospels together, we can assemble in sequence 
the places where Jesus was taken in His passion pilgrimage. They are as 
follows:

1. From Bethany to Jerusalem, to the Upper Room where the Passover 
was celebrated, the Lord’s Supper instituted, and the long 
discourses spoken.

2. To Gethsemane over the brook Kidron where we see Christ’s agony 
in the Garden, the betrayal by Judas, and the apprehension.

3. From Gethsemane to Annas, then to the palace of Caiaphas, the 
rump session of the Sanhedrin, then the plenary meeting of the 
Council. Jesus is condemned on the grounds of blasphemy.

4. To the judgment hall of Pontius Pilate.

5. From Pilate, who sent Jesus to King Herod of Galilee who was in 
Jerusalem at the time of the Passover.

6. Herod sent Him back to Pilate. There Jesus is condemned by Pilate 
because He claimed to be Kyrios: “Lord.” 

7. Finally, to the Hill of the Skull, where Jesus is crucified between 
two thieves, as though He were the chief sinner, and so He was, for 
“he bore the iniquity of us all.”

Jesus was made to stand in the place of Barabbas. He 
became the substitute for the sinner. The guilty one went 
free because the Innocent One suffered and eventually 

died in His stead. This is called the substitutionary 
death of Christ or the vicarious atonement.
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JESUS IS B RO UGH T B EFOR E PI L AT E 
MarK 15:1–5
At the plenary meeting of the Sanhedrin, Caiaphas 
declared Jesus guilty of blasphemy because He 
claimed to be the Christ, the Son of God, and 
because He stated He would return in power to 
judge the living and the dead — which prerogative 
belonged only to God (Rev. 1:7). The most fair-
minded member of the Council would not hesitate 
to invoke the death sentence on a blasphemer, 
for so the law of God given through Moses had 
decreed (Lev. 24:16).

However, capital punishment could not be carried 
out by the subjugated nation of Israel. Only Rome 
could bring that to pass. Therefore, if sentence of 
death was to be pronounced, it had to be done by 
Rome’s representative, Pontius Pilate, who had 
been appointed governor or procurator of Judea. So 
we read, “And as soon as it was morning [ca. 6:00 
a.m.], the chief priests held a consultation with 
the elders and scribes and the whole council. And 
they bound Jesus and led him away and delivered 
him over to Pilate” (15:1). They themselves would 
not enter the governor’s headquarters, so that 
they would not be defiled [rendered ceremonially 
unclean], but could eat the Passover” (John 18:28). 
Pilate had to swallow his pride and go out to them. 
He asked them, “What accusation do you bring 
against this man?” They answered in a general, 
defamatory fashion, saying, “If this man were not 
doing evil, we would not have delivered him over to 
you” (John 18:29–30).

Pilate must have resented that statement 
vehemently. Did they expect him to regard and 
treat a man as a malefactor for no other reason 
than they labeled him a criminal? What a slur on 
the Roman system of law, order, and justice! Pilate 
responded in kind, saying, “Take him yourselves 
and judge him by your own law.” “Ah, we would, 
Your Honor, if the terms of the peace treaty, the Pax 

Romana, did not prohibit us from inflicting capital 
punishment. You know, sir, it is not lawful for us to 
put any man to death” (John 18:31).

Be it noted that the Jews, on occasion, took the law 
into their own hands, as when they stoned Stephen 
(Acts 7:57–60). But Jesus was not to be stoned 
to death. That would be against the Messianic 
prophecies which stated: “They have pierced my 
hands and feet” (Ps. 22:16), and “when they look 
on me …whom they have pierced” (Zech. 12:10). 
The Romans executed by crucifixion. Jesus had 
already foretold the mode of His death: “We are 
going up to Jerusalem. And the Son of Man will 
be delivered over to the chief priests and scribes, 
and they will condemn him to death and deliver 
him over to the Gentiles to be mocked and flogged 
and crucified and he will be raised on the third 
day” (Matt. 20:18–19). Jesus had to be executed 
by crucifixion “to fulfill the word that Jesus had 
spoken to show by what kind of death he was 
going to die” (John 18:32).

The Council members had become more specific in 
their charges, which they did by saying, “We found 
this man [a denigrating designation] misleading 
our nation, and forbidding us to give tribute to 
Caesar [an untruth, Matt. 22:21], and saying 
that he himself is Christ, a king” (Luke 23:2). “A 
King?” That word caught Pilate’s attention. There 
was only one king; currently it was Tiberius, the 
“divine” Caesar. So Pilate entered his headquarters 
again, called Jesus, and said unto Him: “Are you 
the King of the Jews?” Jesus answered him, “Do 
you say this of your own accord, or did others 
say it to you about me?” Pilate answered, “Am I a 
Jew? Your own nation and the chief priests have 
delivered you over to me. What have you done?” 
(John 18:33–35).

Jesus made it plain to Pilate He was no threat 
to any earthly ruler. His kingdom was spiritual. 
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Nevertheless, Pilate demanded a direct answer: “So 
you are a king?” Jesus answered, “You say that 
I am a king. For this purpose, I was born and for 
this purpose I have come into the world - to bear 
witness to the truth. Everyone who is of the truth 
listens to my voice” (John 18:36–37).

PI L AT E SEN DS JESUS TO H EROD 
LuKE 23:5–11
Pilate reported to the frenzied mob, “I find no guilt 
in this man.” But the crowd was urgent, crying 
out, “He stirs up the people, teaching throughout 
all Judea, from Galilee even to this place” (Luke 
23:5). “Galilee? Is that what they said?” Pilate 
fancied he saw a way out of the dilemma. He 
sensed they had delivered Jesus to him out of 
envy. So he decided to shift the trial to Herod, 
tetrarch of Galilee, who himself also was at 
Jerusalem at that time. But the scheme did not 
work. Jesus neither performed a miracle to satisfy 
Herod’s curiosity nor did He answer a single 
question. Herod finally arrayed Him in a gorgeous 
robe, symbol of imagined kingship, and sent Him 
back to Pilate (Luke 23:5–11).

PI L AT E’S T H R EE GR E AT B LU N DER S
The people turned against Pilate. He lost their 
confidence and good will. Pilate feared he might 
lose his position this time if he did not placate 
the people and give them what they wanted. 
He was on the horns of a dilemma. On the one 
hand, he wanted to release Jesus, knowing Him 
to be innocent; on the other hand, he did not 
want to displease the people for fear of losing his 
governorship. He had already antagonized them 
three times (Josephus in ANTIQUITIES and WARS 
OF THE JEWS):

1. When he set up the Roman silver eagles on 
the walls of the temple. The Jews took this 
as a desecration of the sanctuary. It was 
against God’s precepts, they maintained. 
(Deut. 5:8, Ex. 34:13).

2. When he demanded a contribution from 
the temple treasury for the construction 
of an aqueduct. The Jews deemed it 
sacrilegious to use money dedicated to 
God for secular purposes. Pilate had the 
opposition leaders killed.

3. When he had certain Galileans slain at 
the altar, thus commingling their blood 
with the blood of the sacred sacrifices. 
(See Luke 13:1).

B A R A B B A S OR JESUS 
MarK 15:6–14
As it happened, the crowd reminded Pilate (as 
governor) of his customary practice at the time 
of the Passover of releasing any prisoner, usually 
a political prisoner, whomever they desired. 
The thought struck Pilate. He would give them 
a choice: either Jesus or a notorious criminal 
named Barabbas, leader of a band of rebels and 
a murderer to boot. Surely, no one in his right 
mind would clamor for the release of such a felon. 
Barabbas was a mad dog by comparison to Jesus, 
the harmless one who fancied himself a king. If 
they chose the “lesser evil,” Pilate got what he 
wanted; the case would be settled.

“Whom do you want me to release for you?” 
Pilate called out. “Barabbas or Jesus which is 
called Christ. For he knew that for envy they had 
delivered him.” Pilate sat down on the judgment 
seat to await an answer. A messenger brought 
him a warning from his wife: “Have nothing to do 
with that righteous man, for I have suffered much 
because of him today in a dream” (Matt. 27:17–19).

In the meantime, the chief priests and the elders 
moved among the frenetic people, urging them to 
vote for the release of Barabbas, that Jesus might 
be destroyed. This they did by acclamation. Pilate 
argued vainly with them. He asked, “Then what 
shall I do with the man you call the King of the 
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Jews?” “Crucify him.” “Why, what evil has he 
done?” And they cried out again, “Crucify him” 
(Mark 15:8–14).

Pilate, therefore, willing to satisfy the people, and 
wishing to stave off a riot, released Barabbas to 
them, and having scourged Jesus, he delivered 
him to be crucified (15:15). But not before he 
had called for a bowl of water, washed his 
hands there in full sight of the people saying, 
“I am innocent of this man’s blood; see to it 
yourselves.” They answered, “His blood be on us 
and on our children” (Matt. 27:24–25).

“SU FFER ED U N DER P ON T IUS PI L AT E” 
MarK 15:15–20
And the soldiers of the governor led Him away 
inside of the palace (governor’s headquarters) 
and called together the soldiers quartered 
there. And they stripped Him to the waist, tied 
His hands to a low pillar or post, and scourged 
Him, i.e., beat Him with whips made of wooden 
handles to which were attached leather thongs 
armed at the ends with small fish bones or 
acorn-shaped drops of lead.

They went further. They mocked Him. One 
of them ran to an open space, and wove the 
branches of a thorny plant into a mock crown 
and pressed it upon the Savior’s temples. 
Another put a reed into His hands so that the 
mock king might wield a mock scepter. They 
draped a scarlet soldier’s cloak about Him as a 
rough imitation of the fine purple one worn by 
the emperor. They smote Him on the head with 
a stout, cane-like reed, and they struck Him in 
the face with the palms of their hands. They bent 
their knees in mock allegiance, and said “Hail, 
King of the Jews!”

A PAT H ET IC AT T E MP T BY PI L AT E TO 
FR EE JESUS 
JOhn 19:4–5, 12–16
Pilate made a singular attempt to free Jesus. He 
tried to move the crowd to a sense of fairness: 
if not that, to pity, for he figured a heart beats 
even in the roughest person. Pilate went forth 
and addressed the crowd, “I am bringing him out 
to you that you may know that I find no guilt in 
him.” Then Jesus came out, wearing the crown 
of thorns and the purple robe. And Pilate said to 
them, “Behold the man!”

From then on, Pilate sought to release him but 
the Jews cried out, “If you release this man, you 
are not Caesar’s friend. Everyone who makes 
himself a king opposes Caesar.” When Pilate 
countered, “Behold your King!” The chief priest 
answered, “We have no king but Caesar.”

Pilate could proceed no further. So he delivered 
Him over to be crucified. They took Jesus, and led 
Him away. Truly, as the Apostles’ Creed states, He 
“suffered under Pontius Pilate.” Alas for Pilate! 
Three years later, “wearied with misfortunes,” as 
Eusebius reports, Pilate killed himself.

The amazing spiritual truth is:

“Christ also suffered once for sins, the 
righteous for the unrighteous, that he 
might bring us to God” (1 Peter 3:18).

“And with his wounds we are healed” 
(Isaiah 53:5).

The Great Question: “What must I do to be saved?”

The Great Answer: “Believe in the Lord Jesus 
Christ, and you will be saved” (Acts 16:30–32).
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PER SONA L A PPLIC AT ION 
MarK 15:21–47

O Savior of the world, who by Your cross and precious blood redeemed us, save us 
and help us, we humbly pray, O Lord, both now and evermore. Amen.

Mark 15:21–24
1. When Jesus collapsed under the burden of the cross, whom did the Roman soldiers compel to bear His cross?

2. Jesus was crucified outside the city wall on a hill called, in Aramaic, Golgotha, and in Latin, Calvary. What 
does either term mean?

3. A society of women in Jerusalem made it their project to offer men about to be crucified a narcotic to 
deaden consciousness and lessen pain. Why do you think Jesus rejected the mixture of wine and myrrh?

4. According to Roman custom, the four attending soldiers beneath the cross of Jesus were entitled to 
His clothing: headgear, sandals, undergarment, plus His outer vesture or seamless robe. How did they 
determine which piece should go to each? (Ps. 22:18)

Mark 15:25–32
5. The first half of the Jewish day began at sundown and ended at sunrise, or about 6 a.m. The second half 

ran through the daylight hours from about 6 a.m. to 6 p.m. They crucified Jesus at the third hour. What hour 
was that in our time?

 Darkness was over all the land from the sixth hour unto the ninth hour (15:33 and Matt. 27:45). What time 
of day would that be in our time?

6. The superscription indicated the nature of the crime for which the person was crucified. How did the 
wording placed above the head of Christ read?

 According to 15:26

 According to John 19:19.

7. What change in the wording did the chief priests request Pilate make? (John 19:20–22)

8. What intercessory prayer did “The King of the Jews” speak from the throne of His cross? (Luke 23:34)
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9. At first, both thieves railed on Jesus, but by and by, the thief on Christ’s right had experienced a change of 
heart. Describe what happened. (Luke 23:39–43)

10. How did Jesus provide for the earthly welfare of his mother? (John 19:25–27)

11. What indignities was Jesus made to endure while hanging on the cross? (Mark 15:27–32).

Mark 15:33–39
12. Jesus spoke seven words or sentences from the cross. During the closing moments of the three-hour 

darkness what was: 
 The fourth word? (15:34, Matt. 27:46)

 The fifth word? (John 19:28)

 The sixth? (John 19:30) 

 The seventh? (Luke 23:46)

13. What strange and supernatural happenings occurred after Jesus breathed his last? (15:38; Matt. 27:51–53)

14. Give the profession of faith in Christ’s divinity made by the centurion.

Mark 15:40–47
15. The women are especially mentioned. Why?

16. Who asked permission of Pilate to take the body of Jesus from the cross and accord it honorable burial? 

17. Which women watched the entombment?

18. What lasting comfort do you gain from Christ’s vicarious sufferings and death on the cross?  
1 Peter 2:24

 Acts 4:12
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